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ABSTRACT 

This study reviews the economic and ecological roles of Non-timber forest products (NTFPs) sustainability in 

Nigeria. Systematic review method was adopted for the study. The relationship between NTFPs trade, 

ecological conversation, socioeconomic benefits, poverty alleviation and sustainable forest management 

practice was carefully assessed. It was revealed that the NTFPs’ huge prospect and potential impact on the 

Nigeria economy largely depends on the ecological conditions, access to market, commercialization, value 

addition, its collection methods and utilization within and outside Nigeria. In addition, the review indicated 

that rural areas remain the hub for NTFPs trade and forest communities largely depend on it for their household 

income and livelihood. However, NTFPs could serve as a poverty trap for locals if the commercialization and 

value addition are not prioritized. In conclusion, this review underscores that the extent to which NTFPs can 

impact the economy cannot be fully studied unless those in the informal sector are well captured. In essence, 

NTFPs could serve as the key to unlock the economic growth of Nigeria through its huge revenue potential. 

Hence, the need for organizational, institutional and legal reforms that addresses the concerns of sustainable 

forest and NTFPs management within the ecosystem to achieve economic growth.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Non-timber forest Products (NTFPs) are those resources or 

products obtained from forests that are completely different 

from timber or wood products (Shrestha et al., 2020; Pandey 

et al.,2016). These products include those collected from 

plants and trees as well as those derived from animals and 

fungi that are distinct from wood (Shackleton and 

Pullanikkatil, 2019; Shackleton and Pandey, 2014).  

Globally, NTFPs have been recognized for their huge 

contributions to the economy via income generation and 

improvements in environment and human livelihoods, 

translating to rural development (Peerzada et al., 2022). This 

significant contribution to global economy is estimated to 

worth around USD 90 billion yearly, with approximately a-

third of this value being consumed within local economies, by 

passing market transactions (Mahapatra and Tewari, 2005). 

Arguably, the role of Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) 

in bolstering the income of rural households cannot be over-

emphasized across the globe.   

The earnings made from the NTFPs trade by the locals serve 

as means to cater for their health needs, provide foods on their 

table, procure farm inputs and other necessities as well as 

support for their financial independence through saving 

(Schaafsma et al., 2014; Adam et al., 2013; Heubach et al., 

2011). Rural dwellers across countries of the world convert 

income from NTFPs trade as additional capital stream to 

enhance their financial stability during hardship (Kurniasih et 

al., 2021; Harbi et al., 2018; Zivojinovic et al., 2017; 

Shackleton and Pandey 2014). For instance, in West and 

Central Africa, the minimum wage of a civil servant or other 

professional workers is at times equal or even surpasses the 

income shares derived from NTFPs (Shackleton et al., 2007). 

More noteworthy, is the fact that rural households in Nigeria 

obtain a substantial proportion of their earnings, reaching as 

high as 80%, from the sale of NTFPs (Jimoh et al., 2013). 

Similarly, in nigeria, about 70% of households is estimated to 

rely directly on fuelwood as their primary energy source, with 

a daily consumption estimated to reach about 27.5 million 

kilogram per day. This has reduced the dependence of people 

on expensive source of energy. Across many regions, the 

extraction and processing of NTFPs has evolved from 

subsistence use and local market sales to include international 

cross-border trade (Zaku et al., 2013). The transformations in 

the high forest regions of Eastern and Western Nigeria are the 

current realities, where the collection and the trade of game 

meat and snails have become increasingly significant source 

of earnings for locals (Onuche, 2011). Likewise, in the 

Central and Northern regions of Nigeria, specifically within 

the Savannah zone, rural households derive a significant 

amount of their income from different activities which include 

honey production, fuelwood gathering, locust bean seed 

collection, gum arabic harvesting, and fuelwood/charcoal 

production (Jimoh et al., 2013) with earnings from the trade 

of these resources are used to cater for family issues such as 

school fees payments and hospital bills.  

In the same vein, local medicine also utilizes NTFPs to 

enhance healthcare accessibility and affordability, 

particularly among the local communities (Asamoah et al., 

2023; Lindberg et al., 2023; Mipun et al., 2019). Significant 

number of the traditional medicine are derived from plants 

and herbs found in forests and have been used to cure varying 

health challenges for generations. These plants and herbs play 

a vital role in proper health maintenance, provision of 

remedies for different ailments, and provide significant 

contributions to the well-being of the entire populace. More 

so, the knowledge and practices related with the use of NTFPs 

for medicinal purposes are often transferred through cultural 

and traditional teachings, for the enrichment of the cultural 

heritage of healthcare practices within the residents living 

together in communities (Mohd Salim et al., 2023).  
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Meanwhile, to help reduce the dependence on a mono 

economy for any country, this could be achieved through the 

adoption of NTFPs while diversifying the economy 

(Lebmeister et al., 2018; Verma and Paul, 2016). This 

diversification is vital to the enhancement of economic 

resilience, especially during economic and financial shocks in 

other sectors or fluctuations in the market (De Roest et al., 

2018; Sedita et al., 2017). Furthermore, diversification helps 

individual traders, markets and communities to generate 

multiple streams of income via the collection, processing, and 

trading of NTFPs. By and large, the multidimensional 

approach to income-generation provides a buffer against 

economic instability caused by shocks or changes in demand, 

prices, or other unforeseen circumstances in traditional 

markets (Suleiman et al., 2017; Ahenkan and Boo, 2011). In 

addition, economic diversification through NTFPs can serve 

as a safety net during challenging economic times (David et 

al., 2019; Wahlén, 2017). For instance, agriculture as a 

primary source of income could experience a downturn. In the 

case, income earned from NTFPs can be used to offset 

financial losses and keep the standard of living in shape. 

Moreover, individuals and communities across the country 

can have a more resilient financial structure that helps them 

to reduce their vulnerability to economic shocks. In addition 

to bolstering financial stability, economic diversification 

through NTFPs gives room to sustainable practices such as 

the harvest and ecological management of forest resources to 

ensure long-term availability and economic viability.   

 

An Overview of Nigeria’s Forest Estate  

Nigeria’s population is estimated at over 216 million people 

enriched with a land mass of about 923,768km2 (NPC, 2022). 

The vegetative zones spread across a diverse range of habitats 

from tropical rain and swamp forests in the south to desert 

zones (Arid region) in the northeast. According to FAO 

(2015), Nigeria’s current forest estate of 7.7% of the land 

mass is significantly below the 25% recommended minimum 

requirement. The reason for this is attributable to the frequent 

and continuous forest depletion through deforestation without 

commensurate reforestation and afforestation. Nigeria 

currently has the highest rate of deforestation globally having 

given up an estimated 450,000-600,000 hectares of its forest 

cover to human related activities which includes urbanization, 

agriculture, overgrazing, bush burning, and indiscriminate 

logging. The total amount of carbon stock in forested areas is 

estimated to be around 1,292 million metric tons (FAO, 

2015). Worst still, is the insignificant investment into the 

forest sector by the public sectors such as various 

governments (federal and state) and also the inadequate 

involvement of the private sector (organizations and 

individuals) in forest development (Gbadebo et al., 2022).  

 

NTFPs trade in Nigeria  

Globally, in terms of research and development NTFPs has 

evolved due to the efforts of Centre for International Forestry 

Research (CIFOR). Efforts such as collecting and utilization 

of relevant data by CIFOR for NTFPs development for 

production sustainability. According to Sunderland et al., 

(2004), the primary roles of middlemen in NTFPs trade 

includes serving as a distributor of high-volume trade between 

the producers and sellers, the export services, as well as 

contact persons by the marketers, for the purpose of matching 

the prospective sellers and buyers while receiving their sales 

commissions after each transaction.  Historically, the British 

establishment of trading stations in Nigeria were key to trade 

and colonial expansion across Africa (Packenham, 1991; 

Iliffe 1995). During this period, NTFPs such as rubber, tea, 

cocoa and coffee were traded (Hobhouse, 1999) and their 

commercialization gave rise to the conversion of a sizeable 

forest lands to plantation agriculture in the tropic region, 

which has contributed significantly to countries economic 

diversification and GDP growth (Ndoye et al., 1997).  

However, NTFPs availability are usually determined based on 

the harvested product and the quantity stored during the off-

seasons. Similarly, there are few NTFPs markets in Nigeria 

such that low production or harvest of NTFPs greatly impacts 

the available quantities for storage and sales (Ndoye et al., 

1997; 1999). By and large, NTFPs value chain deficit requires 

contribution from the different stakeholders involved in the 

value chain such as planting, harvesting up on till market, this 

is to minimize trade data fragmentation and scarcity in the 

entire value chain.  

 

Table 1: List of products derived from Non-Timber Forest Resources  

Category  Products Derived (lists not exhaustive)  

Food products  Nuts (Brazilian nuts, pine nuts, malva nut, walnuts, chestnuts), Fruits. (Jujube, 

sapodilla, ginkgo, bush mango) Edible fungi (Morels, truffles and other mushrooms) 

Vegetables (Bamboo shoots, reindeer moss, various "green" leaves, palm hearts, wild 

onions (ramps), Starches (Sago) Birds' nests, Oils (Shea butter, babassu oil, illipe oil) 

Sap and resin (Maple syrup, Birch syrup).  

Spices, condiments and culinary herbs  Nutmeg and mace, cinnamon, cassia, cardamom, bay leaves, oregano, etc.  

Industrial plant oils and waxes  Tung oil, neem oil, jojoba oil, kemiri oil, akarwangi, babassu, oiticica and kapok oils. 

Carnauba wax.  

Plant gums  Gums for food uses. Arabic, tragacanth, karaya and carob gums. Technological grade 

gums. Talha and Combretum gums.  

Natural plant pigments  Annatto seeds, logwood, indigo  

Fibres and flosses  Fibres. Bamboo, rattan, xateattap, aren, osier, raffia, toquilla straw products, cork, 

esparto, Erica and other broom grasses, Flosses. Kapok  

Vegetable tanning materials  Oak, mimosa, chestnut and catha/cutch.  

Latex  Natural rubber, guttapercha, jelutong, sorva and chicle.  

Insect products  Natural honey, beeswax, lac and lac-dye, mulberry and non-mulberry silks, cochineal, 

aleppo galls, kermes  

Incense woods  Sandalwood, gaharu.  

Essential oils  Eucalyptus, CanagaOil (ylang-ylang), Aniba, Sandal oil  

Plant insecticides  Pyrethrum, Derris, Medang and Peuak Bong.  

Animals and animals' products  Ivory, trophies, bones, feathers, butterflies, live animals and birds, bushmeat, etc  

Source: Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), 2001;David et al., 2019.  
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Importance of forest resources and ecological 

conservation in Nigeria  

The role of forests and forest resources to Nigeria economy 

cannot be over emphasized, due to their contributions to 

livelihood sustenance and income generation among others 

hitherto (Adeniyi, 2016). However, ineffective forest 

resources management and over utilization have led to the 

significant loss of forest and environmental degradation of 

many  Nigeria’s forest resources (Ayanlade and Drake, 2015).  

For instance, the tropical rainforest in Nigeria is known for a 

high biodiversity which inadvertently provides a different 

form of ecological, economic and social services. These range 

of services such as conservation of biological diversity; 

carbon storage; soil and water conservation; timber and non-

timber production that in turn provide employment and 

enhanced livelihoods to the local population provided could 

be both beneficial and detrimental to man and its environment 

(FAO, 2018). Meanwhile, inspite of this ecological 

importance, the forest resource in Nigeria particularly in the 

tropical region has deteriorated as a result of pressure from 

Nigerian rising population. (Ayanlade and Drake, 2015).  

In the same vein, substantial protected areas of conservative 

values were lost largely due to activities such as commercial 

logging, firewood collection by local people and farming 

(Phileze and Okoro 2008). According to Bown et al., (2011); 

Morakinyo and Tooze (2007) over 56 % of forests in Nigeria 

have been lost with about 3.5 % rate of deforestation annually.  

Similarly, from the findings of Ayanlade and Drake (2015) 

over utilization of forest resource in the past three decades 

was responsible for degradation depending on the forest 

types, patterns or intensity. The majority of the forest reserves 

in lowland rainforests have lost over 40 % of their area, 

freshwater swamp forest reserves have lost about 30 %, whilst 

the reserves in mangrove forests have lost just 11 %. 

Deforestation is high in the lowland rainforest because the 

land is good for agriculture, but lower in freshwater swamp 

and mangrove forest because the land is covered in swamps 

and subjected to seasonal flooding, both of which limit 

accessibility.  

Nevertheless, it is believed that a well conserved forests will 

bring economic, social, ecological, and aesthetic benefits that 

guarantee sound and qualitative health of inhabitants. Hence, 

efforts on biodiversity conservation must be sustained due to 

its numerous ecological, scientific and economic values of 

Nigeria forest (Olalekan et al., 2019).  

  

 
Figure 1: Causes of Forest Decline in Nigeria  

Source: (Sambe et al., 2018)  

 

Ecological Values of NTFPs in Nigeria  

Forest trees have ability to mitigate the effect of climate 

change in Nigeria. Trees serve as a cheaper alternative 

solution to environment degradation with its capacity to store 

considerable amounts of carbon that would otherwise 

contribute significantly to climate change. It is important to 

note that forest trees act as environmental buffers by 

absorbing and inhibiting the formation of secondary 

pollutants in the ecosystem and keeping the ozone 

concentration safer on a level that has no hazardous effect on 

human existence thus, contributing to the biosphere stability. 

Similarly, trees provide shade or over which helps in 

regulating the atmospheric temperature and also gives 

immense contribution to the aesthetics of the environment. 

There are many other ecological contributions of forest trees 

which include prevention of soil erosion, conservation of soil 

nutrient, detoxification of the environment to maintain 

balanced levels of oxygen and conservation of ground water 

(Adedayo, 2018).  

 

Socio-economic Values of NTFPs in Nigeria 

Essentially, food and livelihood security are constituted by the 

forest products for the benefit and survival of man. This helps 

in improving the ecosystem quality and as a result confers 

socio-economic benefits to human society. Every part of a tree 

whether its leaves, branches, stem, bark, fruits, seeds or roots 

are all beneficial to man and its environment. In other words, 

the extraction of non-timber forest products for both 

subsistence and trade remain common and widespread today 

because it is highly significant to the rural and national 

economies in provision of food, material, construction, 

energy, cash income, employment, and other benefits. NTFPs 

extraction also protects the poorest from falling into deeper 

poverty, and medium-income households from becoming 

poor. Therefore, NTFPs serve as a conventional strategy to 
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respond to shocks such as lack of human capital, low savings, 

rising food prices, and natural disasters (Chou, 2018).  

In Nigeria, people make use of NTFPs and the increase in 

demand for these products has enhanced the income and 

livelihoods of those in the rural areas and also encouraged the 

expansion of domestic markets, particularly in urban areas 

where fuel wood and other forest resources are scarce. 

Furthermore, forest based industries in Nigeria such as wood 

crafts, cane furniture, and fabrication of tools handles also 

creates employment for a large number of people especially 

those in the rural setting who are involved in harvesting, 

processing or marketing of these products. This has placed 

forests in the limelight as an integral part of national 

development.  

 

Non-Timber Forest Products as a panacea to Poverty 

alleviation in Nigeria 

Efforts to curb poverty problem in forest communities could 

be achieved through the integration of NTFPs for economic 

impact (Issaka, 2018). With their huge potential to provide 

income and improve livelihoods, these products have received 

recognition and attention from policymakers, researchers, and 

development practitioners (Jaffee et al., 2018; Mukul et al., 

2016; Scoones, 2015). Studies have shown that one of the 

critical benefits of NTFPs is their ability to provide income 

generating opportunities for rural communities, especially 

those living in or near forest areas (Rahman et al., 2021; 

Verma and Paul, 2016). Many of the dwellers in these 

communities heavily rely on forest resources for their 

sustenance. The collection, processing, and sale of NTFPs 

offer them opportunities to make ends meet and improve their 

living conditions. Additionally, NTFPs have a relatively low 

entry barrier compared to other income-generating activities 

(Chakravarty et al., 2015; Meinhold and Darr, 2019). This 

makes them particularly suitable for marginalised groups, 

such as women, youth, and indigenous communities, who 

may face limited access to resources and opportunities. By 

engaging in NTFP activities, these groups can enhance their 

economic empowerment and reduce their vulnerability to 

poverty (Djoudi et al., 2015; Kassa andYigezu, 2015). 

NTFPs-related activities significantly generate employment 

opportunities, especially in rural and forest fringe areas ( 

Talukdar et al., 2021). This impact is particularly pronounced 

in regions with scarce or limited formal job opportunities. 

NTFP-related activities encompass a range of tasks from 

harvesting, processing, packaging, and transportation to 

marketing and sales. These activities require a diverse range 

of skills and labour (Vega et al., 2023; Chakravarty et al., 

2015). Local community members often engage in these 

activities, providing them with direct employment 

opportunities within their vicinity.      

Moreover, since NTFPs harvesting and processing often align 

with seasonal patterns of resource availability. This brings 

about a predictable employment patterns that guarantees 

stability and consistent income during specific times of the 

year when these resources are surplus (Vaughan et al., 2023; 

Saxena and Güneralp, 2022). In the same vein, engaging with  

NTFPs can foster entrepreneurship and the development of 

small enterprises which offers individuals or smaller groups 

opportunities to start businesses especially on NTFPs value 

addition, such as processing NTFPs into marketable products 

like herbal medicines, handicrafts, or food items (Harbi et al., 

2023; Bannor et al., 2021). This entrepreneurial spirit 

effectively contributes to local and national economic 

development. The nature of NTFPs activities often promotes 

community collaboration. Communities may come together 

to harvest, process, or market these products collectively, 

encouraging a sense of unity and shared responsibility while 

distributing the benefits of the enterprise (Dentoni et al., 

2018; Paudel, 2016). Similarly, engaging with NTFPs helps 

to provide an additional income source for farmers in rural 

and forest fringe areas. This extra income helps buffer against 

the fluctuating returns from agricultural activities and 

provides a safety net during challenging times. For farmers 

residing in rural and forest fringe areas, involvement in 

NTFP-related activities can function as an extra source of 

earnings. This added revenue helps cushion the unpredictable 

earnings from agricultural endeavour and offers a safety net 

during challenging periods.  

 

Significance of NTFPs to poverty reduction in forest 

communities  

For those living in the forest areas in rural communities, 

poverty alleviation remains their primary objective thereby 

impacting various aspects of their society, the economy, and 

the overall well-being of its people indirectly fulfilling the 

goal one (1) of the sustainable development goal (SDG). 

Hence, combating poverty is synonymous to enhancing 

human capital. This is achieved through measures such as 

poverty alleviation programs, access to education, healthcare, 

and broadening of skill development opportunities, nurturing 

a skilled and healthy workforce essentially for national gains 

(Council, 2015; World Bank, 2019). Clearly, poverty 

alleviation is directly linked to economic growth (Boukhatem, 

2016). By raising individuals and communities out of poverty, 

rural dwellers can harness a more productive workforce. As 

people have increased access to resources and opportunities, 

they contribute to the nation's economy, fostering 

entrepreneurship, innovation, and overall economic progress. 

Poverty alleviation necessitates investing in human capital. 

When lifted from poverty, individuals can access education, 

healthcare, and skill development (Hoque et al., 2015).  

This investment in human potential enhances the skills and 

capabilities of the workforce, paving the way for a more 

knowledgeable and skilled society. Poverty alleviation efforts 

work towards reducing income inequality (Adekoya, 2018; 

Hassanain, 2015). Similarly, the income gap narrows as 

individuals move out of poverty, creating a more equitable 

society. This reduction in income disparity enhances social 

harmony and inclusiveness, critical components of 

sustainable socioeconomic development (van Niekerk, 2020; 

Zauro et al., 2020). Poverty alleviation ensures that 

individuals can access necessities such as food, clean water, 

housing, and healthcare. When people's basic needs are met, 

they can focus on selfimprovement, education, and economic 

activities, ultimately contributing to the nation's development 

(Hizi, 2019). Poverty alleviation is instrumental in ensuring 

social and political stability. When communities experience 

improved living standards and economic well-being, they are 

more likely to engage positively in the democratic process and 

contribute to a stable and peaceful society (Gilchrist and 

Taylor, 2016; Werhane et al., 2020). Poverty alleviation is at 

the core of the United Nations' Sustainable Development 

Goals. Poverty alleviation entails investment in infrastructure 

and public services. Building roads, schools, hospitals, and 

other essential facilities create jobs and enhance access to 

vital services, stimulating economic growth and overall 

societal development. A nation making strides in poverty 

alleviation enhances its global competitiveness and 

reputation. More efforts are required from all stakeholders in 

ensuring that Nigeria aligns itself with the sustainable 

development objectives on poverty alleviation via NTFPs-

based enterprises and investment. For instance, a study 

conducted by (Muhammad, 2017) in the Kano state revealed 
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that 45% of the surveyed households received a portion of 

their total incomes, ranging from 20.5% to 40.5%, from Non-

Timber Forest Products (NTFPs). About 22% of these 

households derived a higher share, ranging from 41% to 

60.5% of their total household incomes from NTFP sales. On 

the other hand, only 2% of all the households interviewed 

reported that a significant portion, exceeding 80.5% of their 

incomes, was generated through NTFPs-based enterprises. 

The fight against poverty through economy diversification 

would be better achieved with more attention given to NTFPs-

based enterprises.  

 

NTFPs Prospect and Underutilized income generating 

opportunities  

Besides fuel and timber resources, the forest offers diverse 

products that can enhance the livelihoods of rural dwellers 

and help reduce poverty (Djoudi et al., 2015; Shackleton and 

Pandey, 2014). Nevertheless, in numerous areas, accurately 

documenting the role of NTFPs remains challenging, mainly 

because a substantial portion of the trade takes place in 

informal markets. Consequently, the true contribution of 

NTFPs has yet to be formally integrated into the national 

economy (Djoudi et al., 2015). Nonetheless, in Nigeria and 

some other developing countries NTFPs such as honey, 

mushrooms, wood fuel fruits, leaves, among others 

contributed between 4-60% to the income to local dwellers 

(Nandi and Sarkar, 2021; Mulenga et al., 2012; Tincani, 

2012). In essence, medicinal herbs, honey, mushrooms, and 

fruits and other products extracted from the forest hold 

significant importance as marketable commodities.   

 

Review Appraisal  

Though most of the previous studies shown NTFPs has a great 

potential of boasting the income of farmers, reducing the 

poverty rate in the country and meaningfully contributing to 

the country’s economy. Yet, the extent to which NTFPs can 

impact the economy is not fully studied especially with those 

in the informal sector not well captured in a host of these 

analysis. This paper provides a review of the potentials of 

contributions of NTFPs to the economy and the ecosystem. 

Meanwhile, some of the previous studies portrayed NTFPs as 

mainly a safety net and an end to income generation to only 

the locals (María Castro et al., 2023; Shackleton and Gumbo, 

2010). Also, some findings review the NTFPs as a poverty 

trap and categorized NTFPs farmers as the highest among 

households living poor in communities (Shackleton et al., 

2024).  

Inspite of the aforementioned, it is important to note that 

NTFPs would not make a sustainable contribution to the 

economy or reduce the poverty rate at households’ levels 

unless a clear and all-encompassing strategy is designed and 

implemented on the potentials of NTFPs in rural development 

plan (Adam et al., 2013). According to the findings done by 

(Neumann and Hirsch, 2000), income derived from the trade 

of NTFPs is so meagre and contributes very little to the 

socioeconomic growth and poverty alleviation especially in 

most of the economically challenged communities despite 

their proximity to the forest areas. In the same vein, 

(Shackleton et al., 2024; Angelsen and Wunder, 2003; FAO, 

2003) had presented low returns as the major factor behind 

the eventuality of NTFPs as poverty trap even though the 

locals largely depend on it for their household’s utilization.  

 

Opportunities and challenges  

Despite the myriads of challenges, opportunities abound in 

NTFPs trade in Nigeria. If properly harnessed, NTFPs has the 

potential of contributing significantly to the livelihoods of 

rural dwellers and the economy at large. Also, it could serve 

as a means of employment to locals while also contributing to 

food and nutritional security of households across board. 

Globally, approximately a billion people rely on NTFPs for 

their income and nutritional uptake through its trade which is 

estimated to generate revenue of about $90 billion annually 

(Mahapatra and Tewari, 2005). Similarly, harvest from the 

NTFPs can improve and enhance the economy of Nigeria with 

a population of over 200million. Consequently, Nigeria 

Government at all levels (national, state, local levels) through 

their relevant institutions, agencies and policies should 

explore the yet untapped opportunities in the utilization of 

NTFPs especially on value addition to help the country 

achieve a GDP target of $1trillion by 2030. This would help 

the Government in their bid to reduce the poverty rate in the 

country. Nevertheless, deforestation and environmental 

temperature changes and rural poverty reduction remain a 

difficult menace confronting sustainable forest management, 

hence a need for lasting solutions on sustainable forest use. In 

other words, part of the long-term economic benefits 

proposed to prevent forest degradation is the sustainable and 

ecological use of forest products thereby reducing 

deforestation in the tropics.  

Consequently, advocacy and timely implementation policy 

makers on the ecological use of NTFPs to achieve economic 

growth and biodiversity conservation must be placed as 

priority as its utilization has no harm on the forest 

environment (David et al., 2019).  

 

CONCLUSION  

The review on economic and ecological impact of NTFPs was 

done using systemic review approach. Even more that NTFPs 

contribute to households’ food security and income in the 

local communities, its potential impact on the economy 

depends largely on the ecological conditions, access to 

market, commercialization, value addition, collection and 

utilization. In line with the outcome of the review, it is clearly 

evident that NTFPs have the potential to contribute 

significantly to the country’s economy while also reducing the 

poverty rate especially among the local dwellers that are 

closer to the forest areas if well managed and commercialized 

by value addition.  

Similarly, through effective and sustainable utilization, 

NTFPs have the capacity to benefit the traders and the 

environment in a way that support both forest conservation 

and revenue generation. Rural areas remain the home for 

NTFPs hence majority of the locals largely depend on it for 

household income and livelihood. It is noteworthy to say, 

harnessing the benefits of NTFPs directly translate to 

protection of timber and wood resources from destruction 

such as deforestation as well as their habitat. By and large, 

these sustainable approaches would guarantee proper 

ecosystem management and biodiversity preservation. 

Nevertheless, harnessing the huge potential of NTFPs as an 

instrument for economic growth and diversification calls for 

a concerted effort and attention such as a well laid economic 

and fiscal policy that addresses local and international trade 

of NTFPs in ensuring its long-term benefit and sustainability. 

Also, conducive environment should be provided for 

investments in value addition, good harvest practices and ease 

of trade for NTFPs.  

In reality, the locals remain a big stakeholder in NTFPs, hence 

their capacity must be well key into overall planning through 

proper engagement and empowerment while strengthening 

efforts in NTFPs activities through provision of inputs and 

funding. With a functioning organizational, institutional and 

legal framework in place NTFPs has the attributes of a game 
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changer for economy diversification plan in Nigeria and also 

the well being of forest dependent communities as well as the 

ecosystem.  

In conclusion, NTFPs could serve as the key to unlock the 

economic growth of Nigeria through its huge revenue 

potential. However, all hands must be on desk to fully harness 

these potentials through the right interventions and 

approaches that prioritize the diversity of the Nigerian 

community and its ecosystem.  
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